
Build an awesome couple of days around the Supercars championship. Check out our off-the-track tips and 
create a pint-sized Tassie adventure.  

Day 1
S H R E D D I N G  A N D  G R A Z I N G

Start in the saddle. Head to the friendly, former tin-mining 
town of Derby in the north east and gear up for Blue 
Derby, a network of 125 kilometres of forest mountain 
bike trails. There’s something for all skill levels. Hire a 
bike from Vertigo MTB and catch one of its shuttles to 
maximise your trail time - or make a few days of it by 
joining the Blue Derby Pods Ride.  

Want to stay in motion? Head to Hollybank Wilderness 
Adventures, about 20 minutes’ drive from the city, and zip 
along its ziplines, some up to 400 metres long. Think of it 
as a tranquil version of an extreme sport – where nature 
and adventure meet. On the way back to Launceston, 
pull up at one of the cellar doors in the cool-climate 

T H E  Q U I C K  L A P

wine region of the Tamar Valley. Later, rake over the 
day’s adventures with a glass of local wine, share plates 
and wood-fired pizza at Geronimo Aperitivo Bar and 
Restaurant, then follow up over Tassie craft beer and 
cider at Tandy’s Alehouse.

Day 2
G O L F ,  C R A F T  B E E R  A N D  G O O D 
T I M E S 

Start your day with a round of golf at Barnbougle, home 
to two of Australia’s top 10 golf courses, about an 
hour’s drive north east of Launceston. Or start slowly 
with coffee at Amelia Espresso and a stroll around 
Launceston, its streets rich in architectural detail from 
Georgian, Victorian and Federation eras. 

3  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
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T A S M A N I A

A trip to Launceston isn’t complete without visiting a city 
institution. Follow the brewing process on a 90-minute 
guided tour of James Boag Brewery, founded in 1881, and 
finish with tastings of the best of Boag and Tassie cheese. 
Round out your craft-beer afternoon with an ale at Saint 
John Craft Beer (check the local brews such as Morrison 
and Kick Snare), or drop into Red Brick Road Ciderhouse 
for small-batch cider from Tassie apples. Tonight, relax on 
Eat Street, Launceston’s answer to the food-truck trend. 
Follow up at one of Launceston’s pubs or bars such as 
The Irish or the Cock ‘n’ Bull.

Day 3
T O  M A R K E T

Start the day with a walk in Cataract Gorge, a slice of the 
wild only five minutes from Launceston’s city centre. If 
it’s Saturday, head to Harvest Market, where a car park 
on Cimitere Street becomes the liveliest community 
market on the island. Shop for fine regional produce and 
meet the makers. And stop for fresh-roasted coffee and 
superior egg-and-bacon rolls. 

You love your cars, so visit the National Automobile 
Museum of Tasmania; among more than 100 exhibits is 
the Hall of Muscle, a celebration of the Australian muscle 
car.  Design fans will make a beeline for Design Tasmania, 
an exhibition space and shop showcasing the island’s 
vibrant design talent. And make time for the Queen 

Victoria Museum & Art Gallery (and planetarium) set 
in two locations: the Royal Park site and the Inveresk 
Railyards. 

Take a stroll in Evandale, about 20 minutes’ drive south 
of Launceston. This is one of the best-preserved towns 
in Australia, its tree-lined streets dotted with Georgian 
cottages and pubs, beer gardens and antique shops. 
Belt up for the hairpin bends of Jacobs Ladder on the 
ascent to the summit of Ben Lomond National Park. 
(It’s a ski field in winter; wheel chains and anti-freeze 
must be carried between June and September.) On 
the way back to Launceston, stop for tastings at Josef 
Chromy Wines. Its cellar door is in the estate’s original 
1880s homestead, and pause for a long lunch here with 
vineyard and lake views.

Tonight you’re meeting the locals. At dusk, the 
Launceston City Ghost Tour weaves through back 
streets and laneways, revealing dark convict history full 
of plots, hangings and murder. Later, calm your nerves 
at Black Cow Bistro with a steak and Tamar Valley pinot 
noir. The beef is premium northern Tasmanian produce: 
free range, grass fed, dry aged and expertly prepared. 
Cheers to that. 

NOTE: Availability of experiences in this itinerary may 
be subject to opening times, seasonal operation or 
booking requirements. Phone before arriving to confirm. 
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